
« Environmental copyrights » for a more 
efficient marine ecosystems protection  













Sui generis intellectual property rights for Ocean protection

• IP regime for ecosystem services in relation to innovation

• Model-based environmental moral rights



The core legal concept / fiction : « environmental copyrights »

• Sticking together an upgraded idea of ecological integrity and an 
extended idea of « integrity » as understood through the legal
concept of moral rights/copyrights over scientific
models/representations

• Not any type of representation





• We consider the link between the models (convex hulls) and their
underlying natural systems as the object of a particular legal
protection.

=> viz. a disruption of the integrity/identity of the natural systems
transposes as a violation of moral rights (integrity aspect) associated to 
the models.



What this protection does

• Does not offer systematic protective guarantees, but creates a new 
balance of power between stakeholders: polluters, scientists, and 
ecosystems themselves.

• And creates a legal alliance betwen scientists (and the public) and the 
environment against destructive actors.



An inherent weighing mechanism

• Compatible with many standard copyrights or non-copyrights 
regimes.

• Interestingly: the more open-source the access to the models => i.e., 
the heavier the human side of ‘environmental copyrights’ weighs => 
the stronger the environmental-moral rights violation in the judicial
assessment.



How it works



What it solves

• Fragmented legal regimes
• Identification of bearers of rights
• A more precise and workable notion of ecological integrity
• A model-based assessment of harm and judicial sanctions


